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CAMP CONNECTIONS

What's Inside ?

Summer Wrap Up Edition

It seems like we were just getting ready to open the doors for another
summer at Lions Bear Lake Camp, and somehow we are already looking back
on more than 11 weeks of camp. The weeks went fast, but they were packed.
Campers and families came through our gates, new groups experienced
Bear Lake for the first time, familiar faces returned, and there was rarely a
quiet moment anywhere on campus. That is exactly why we wanted to put
together this Special Summer Wrap Up Edition of our newsletter. There really
is no single number that can sum up a summer like this. The story is in
everything that happened while everyone was here. It is the camper who
tried something for the first time and realized they could do it. It is the child
who showed up on Sunday not knowing anyone and left on Friday with
people they did not want to say goodbye to. It is families getting to
experience camp together. It is laughter coming from the cabins, music
carrying across campus, kids heading toward the lake, and groups sitting
around tables talking about everything that happened that day. Behind all of
those moments were a lot of people working very long days to make them
possible. Our staff spent countless hours preparing for groups, running
programs, cooking meals, maintaining our grounds and facilities, keeping
campers safe, and taking care of hundreds of little things that most people
will never see. Our volunteers, Lions, Leos, donors, community supporters,
and partner organizations continued to show up when we needed them. A
summer this busy simply does not happen without people willing to put in
the work. This summer also showed just how much Bear Lake continues to
grow. Our campus stayed busy week after week, sometimes with barely
enough time to catch our breath before one group headed home and
another started arriving. We welcomed new programs while continuing the
camps and traditions that have been part of Bear Lake for years. Our
calendar was filled with youth camps, family programs, music programs,
leadership experiences, and partner organizations from across Michigan.
There were long days and tired faces. There were definitely moments when
someone had to stop and figure out what day of the week it actually was. But
mixed into all of that were the moments that made the long hours worth it.
Sometimes they were big moments. Sometimes it was simply watching a
camper arrive nervous and unsure on Sunday, then seeing that same kid
running around camp by Friday like they had been coming here their entire
life.

Those are the stories we wanted this edition to tell.

NEWSLETTER

Connecting our community with the latest
stories, updates, and events from Lions Bear
Lake Camp. Stay informed and inspired as
we continue our journey together year-
round.

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR NOTE

There is something about fall at Bear Lake that makes you stop and look
around. After 11 full weeks of summer camp and more than 1,300 kids coming
through our gates, the quiet feels a little strange at first. The mornings are
cooler, the leaves are starting to turn and the property has a completely
different feel. Summer was busy, loud and exhausting at times, but it was also
filled with kids laughing across camp, trying new things and making this place
their own. | am proud of our staff for everything they gave this summer and
thankful for the Lions, volunteers, donors and families who continue to make
all of this possible.

Summer camp may be finished, but Bear Lake certainly is not. Fall brings
retreat season, and | love seeing camp take on a new life this time of year.
Different groups begin arriving, the cabins fill back up and the changing colors
around the lake make it hard not to appreciate just how special this property
really is. After spending the summer watching kids enjoy Bear Lake, we now
get to share it with everyone who comes through our doors this fall. It is a
different pace and a different kind of busy, but one | look forward to every
year.

This fall started with a pretty big change for me personally too. Once our
summer camp season officially came to an end, Mike and | got married! It
seems fitting that while Bear Lake was moving from one season into another, |
was doing the same in my own life. It has been quite a year already, and there
is still plenty ahead of us. For now, | am ready for crisp mornings, colorful trees,
busy retreat weekends and everything that comes with fall at Bear Lake. And
this year, | get to enjoy it as a newlywed too.

Traci Pohoda
Executive Director



CAMP UPDATES: SUMMER RECAP

Stay up to date with everything happening at Lions Bear Lake Camp in Camp
Updates! From exciting developments and upcoming events to the latest news
from around the camp, this section will keep you informed on all the ways we’re
growing and evolving to serve our campers and community.

A Summer to Remember at Lions Bear Lake Camp

What a summer it has been at Lions Bear Lake Camp! This year brought more than 11 weeks of summer camps, programs, and activities to our campus,
making it one of our busiest and most diverse summers yet. So far in 2026, we have welcomed over 1,300 children through our gates. This summer also
marked an exciting first for Bear Lake Camp with the introduction of our Visually Impaired and Blind Family Camp. Families were able to experience Bear

Lake together and enjoy a weekend built around connection, recreation, and the same opportunities that make our youth programs so special.

We continued our traditional Visually Impaired and Blind Youth Camp and Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth Camp, along with our Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Family Camp. These programs remain at the heart of why Bear Lake Camp exists and give children and families opportunities to build
confidence, try new things, make friendships, and simply enjoy being at camp.

Our Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth Camp brought challenges this year that none of us could have expected. The week began during scorching summer
heat, requiring our staff to make adjustments throughout the day to keep campers safe while still giving them as much of the camp experience as
possible. At the same time, concerns surrounding the Cyclospora outbreak meant we had to pull our salad bar and make additional changes in our

kitchen. We handled each challenge as it came and kept moving forward. Then smoke from the Canadian wildfires moved into Michigan, bringing air
quality levels that became a serious health concern. We watched the conditions closely and hoped they would improve, but eventually we were faced
with a decision we never wanted to make. Halfway through the week, we had to close camp and send our campers home early.

That one hurt.

These kids look forward to their week at Bear Lake, and our staff looks forward to having them here. After dealing with the heat and making changes
because of the outbreak, we wanted more than anything to finish their week. Unfortunately, the air quality left us with a situation we could not safely
work around. Saying goodbye several days too soon was heartbreaking for our campers and our staff. It was a difficult ending to a week that had already
asked a lot from everyone, but the health and safety of our campers had to come before everything else.

But that was only one part of a very full summer.

We welcomed Camp Kesem through Michigan State University for two full weeks, along with Providing a Better Journey Foster Kid Camp. Two cross
country teams spent time on campus, and MASTA String Orchestra Association returned for three separate sessions. Our summer also included Sterling
Heights Band Camp, Jack and Jill Leadership Development Program, Leader Dog Summer Experience, Michigan All State Band, Children's Ministry
Camp, and our annual Open House.

From musicians and athletes to leadership groups, foster youth, families, and campers with visual or hearing impairments, there was rarely a quiet week
on campus.

It was a jam packed summer, and over 1,300 kids have already been part of Bear Lake Camp this year. Behind that number are hundreds of first
experiences, new friendships, challenges overcome, and memories made. There were also moments this summer that reminded us that no matter how
much planning goes into camp, sometimes circumstances change in ways no one can control. What matters in those moments is how we respond and

making sure the people trusted to our care always come first.

None of this happens without the people who continue to believe in Lions Bear Lake Camp. Our Lions and Leos, donors, volunteers, staff, partner
organizations, and supporters make it possible for us to continue opening our doors to more children and families each year.

More than 11 weeks of summer programming is a lot to fit into a few short months. This summer gave us plenty to celebrate, a few things we never could
have planned for, and at least one goodbye that came much earlier than any of us wanted. Through all of it, the reason we do this remained the same:
the kids who come through our gates and the chance to give them a place where they can simply be kids.
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CAMPFIRE CRUMBS

Welcome to our little corner of fun! Each month we’ll share something lighthearted from around
camp — from quirky facts to favorite recipes and surprises along the way. You never know what you
might find here, but it’s always sure to bring a smile.

Summer 2026 Team

Traci Pohoda- Executive Director
Jesse Walling- Assistant Director
Team Leaders

Mia, Paighton

VIB Program
Gabrielle, Anna
Randy- Leadership Development

DHH Program
Melissa, Jessica, Beth, Samantha
Josiah- Leadership Development

V4 Cabin Leaders
2 Chasidy, Cohen, Harrison, Joseph, Sara
<

Counselors/Jr Counselors
Aadyn, Ben, Bri, Doriyn, Ella, Esther, Lydia, Ryder, Sydney

Over 19,500

anea

Facilitators

meals were

Lifeguards
Cayley- Waterfront Director
Ava, Josie, Madelyn, Riley

served from e

Nature Director

June-August .

Dustin

. ) Kitchen
Chrissy Andre- Food Service Director
Arlinda, Alex, Carol, Isabel, Jackson, Jax, Karsen, Trinity




STAY CONNECTED AND GET INVOLVED

FUNDRAISING & EVENTS

e September 26", 2026- Clay Shoot
e October 3", 2026- Ultra Marathon
 January 30", 2027- Ice Plunge
e April 10", 2027- Buffalo & Boar Wild Game Dinner
e May 8", 2027- Workbee
e June 7™, 2027- Golf Classic
e June 27™ 2027- Open House

FOLLOW US!

@LBLC_LAPEER
WWW.BEARLAKECAMP.ORG

LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP 3409 N. FIVE LAKES ROAD LAPEER, M| 48446  (810) 245-0726


https://www.facebook.com/lionsbearlakecamp
https://www.instagram.com/lblc_lapeer/
https://www.tiktok.com/@lblc_lapeer?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/make-a-donation/fundraising
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/make-a-donation/fundraising
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/make-a-donation/making-a-difference
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SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

$100 SHOOTING STATION SPONSOR

e Your business hame displayed at one of the shooting stations

e Recognition on event materials and during announcements

$250 D.J. SPONSOR

e 1 Free Shooter
e Recognition on event materials and during announcements

$325 TABLE/CHAIR SPONSOR

e 1Free Shooter
e Recognition on event materials and during announcements

$500 BREAKFAST SPONSOR

e 2 Free Shooters

e Your business name prominently displayed during breakfast
e Recognition on event materials and during announcements
e Special shout-out at the start of the day

$500 LUNCH SPONSOR

* 2 Free Shooters

e Your business name prominently displayed during lunch

e Recognition on event materials and during announcements
e Special shout-out before awards ceremony

$1000 TENT SPONSOR

e Four Free Shoeters
e Recognition on event materials and during announcements
» Special shout-out before awards ceremony



Lions Bear Lake Camp

“In Memory of Lion Rich P

FAMI|Y FRIENDIY EVENT
Diruver Ineludes, BEZTIN DY)

SOup Bar Prizes tor
Brse:lgc?g"a"rls Best Costume
Hot Chocolate Bar Best Jump (no diving)
g::l'?gratr and Most Money Raised

JANUARY 30, 2027

2:00 PM Check-In 3:00 PM Ice Plunge
followed by Dinner

$50 - Jump/Dinner
$25 Dinner for Spectators Only
(Ages O-5 Free, 6-12 $10)

Signuploninelat For More Information:
bearlakecamp.or traci@bearlakecamp.org

under the "Events"Tab  chrissy@bearlakecamp.org
810-245-0726

**Costumes are encouraged, birthday suits highly discouraged.**



LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP

JANUARY 30, 2027 2:00PM

IGE PLUNGE REGISTRATION FEE & PLEDGES

There is a $50 registration fee to jump. Jumpers may collect pledges to support
Lions Bear Lake Camp. The Jumper that raises the most money will receive a
commemorative plaque. Based on pledge amounts, Jumpers Receive:

$50 Registration Fee: Plunge, Dinner, T-shirt, Medal

$100 or More: Plunge, Dinner, T-shirt, Tote Bag, Medal

$250 or More: Plunge, Dinner, T-shirt, Tote Bag, Medal, Beanie

$500 or More: Priority Jump, Dinner, T-shirt, Tote Bag, Medal, Beanie, Hoodie, Duffle Bag

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Sponsorships support the event. Pledges are collected by participants to
reach prize levels—two separate ways to make a difference.



Lions Bear Lake Camp Jumper & Dinner Reservation Form

Participant Information:

Name:
Address: City: Zip:
Email: Phone:

T-Shirt Size (Jumpers Only) (S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL, XXXXL):

Participation Selection (Check One):

O Jumping & Dinner - $50 Initial Pledge (includes dinner & T-shirt)
O Dinner Only - $25 per adult ticket, $10 per child ticket (ages 12 & under)

If purchasing dinner only, please indicate the number of tickets:

e Adult Tickets: x $25 = Total: $
e Child Tickets: x$10 = Total: $

Additional Pledge Donation (For Jumpers Only):

e Initial Pledge (Required to Jump): $50
e Additional Pledged Amount Turning in Today: $
Total Pledge Donation Submitted Today: $
(Any remaining pledge amounts can be turned in on the event day.)

T-Shirt Pre-order (Non-Jumpers) $10 Each
To purchase an Ice Plunge T-Shirt please select and indicate how many you would like of each size.

Youth Sizes

Small Medium Large X-Large

Adult Sizes

Small Medium Large X-Large 2XL 3XL 4XL

Total Payment (Jumpers & Dinner Reservations)

Pledge Donation Total: $

Dinner Ticket Total: $

T-Shirt Preorder Total $
Additional Donation (Optional): $
Grand Total Payment: $

Payment Method:
[0 Cash O Check (Payable to Lions Bear Lake Camp) [ Credit Card
For credit card payments:

o Ifregistering online, visit www.bearlakecamp.org under “Events” tab
e If paying by phone, please call the camp office at (810) 245-0726

Return completed forms to:

© Lions Bear Lake Camp
3409 N. Five Lakes Rd, Lapeer, Ml 48446
@' chrissy@bearlakecamp.org | ¥ (810) 245-0726


www.bearlakecamp.org
mailto:chrissy@bearlakecamp.org

Lions Bear Lake Camp Sponsorship & Raffle Prize Donation Form

Business/Donor Information:

Business Name: Contact Person:
Address: City: Zip:
Email: Phone:

Sponsorship Opportunities (Select One):
O Polar Legend Sponsor -$2,500

e Exclusive top placement of Logo on event banner, signage, and on back of Event T-
shirt

e Recognition as Presenting Sponsor during announcement & Speaking Opportunity
e Recognition on social media

e 2 Complimentary Jumpers (a registration form will be mailed to you to return)

e Table of 8 complimentary dinner tickets

e Premium Sponsor Plaque

e 1 EventT-Shirt: Size

O Sub Zero Hero Sponsor - $1,000

e Logo on event banner, signage, and on back of Event T-shirt

e Recognition on social media

e 2 Complimentary Jumpers (a registration form will be mailed to you to return)
e 4 complimentary dinner tickets

e Sponsor Plaque

e 1 Event T-Shirt: Size

O Arctic Sponsor - $500

e Business name on event signage, and back of Event T-shirt

e Recognition on social media

e 1 Complementary Jumper (a registration form will be mailed to you to return)
e 2 complimentary dinner tickets

e 1 Event T-Shirt: Size

O Frosty Friends Sponsor - $250

e Business name on back of Event T-shirt
e Recognition on social media

e 2 complimentary dinner tickets

e 1 Event T-shirt: Size

O Ice Breaker Sponsor - $100

e Business name on back of Event T-Shirt
e Recognition on social media



Raffle Prize Donation (If Applicable):
[0 Yes, | am donating a raffle prize!

Description of donated item(s):

Estimated Value: $
Total Sponsorship & Donation Summary:

Sponsorship Total: $
Additional Donation (Optional):$_
Grand Total Payment: $_

Payment Method:
[0 Cash O Check (Payable to Lions Bear Lake Camp) [ Credit Card
For credit card payments:

e If paying online, visit www.bearlakecamp.org under the “Events” tab

e If paying by phone, please call the camp office at (810) 245-0726

Return completed forms to:

© Lions Bear Lake Camp
3409 N. Five Lakes Rd, Lapeer, Ml 48446

@' chrissy@bearlakecamp.org | %, (810) 245-0726



www.bearlakecamp.org
mailto:chrissy@bearlakecamp.org

The Mission of Bear Lake Camp is to develop leadership skills, build confidence,
and to provide premier outdoor educational and recreational experiences
year-round to all persons, regardless of ability.

Sponsor a Child for a Weeklong Residential Camp or
Sponsor a Family for a Weekend Camp

Visually Impaired & Blind Family Camp $500
July 2-4th, 2027
Visually Impaired Youth Camp $995
July 4th-10th, 2027

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth Camp $995
July 11th-17th, 2027

Deaf & Hard of Hearing Family Camp $500
July 30th-Aug 1st, 2027

Did a Lions Club refer you to this sponsorship?
O Yes — Club Name: District:

O No

Organization Name:

Contact Person:

Phone Number:

Address:

Sponsorship Session(s):

Number of Sponsorships:

Total $:

Lions Bear Lake Camp, 3409 N. Five Lakes Road, Lapeer, MI. 48446
(810) 245-0726 *** info@bearlakecamp.org *** www.bearlakecamp.org



mailto:info@bearlakecamp.org
http://www.bearlakecamp.org

Sppving Worlhge

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED



OPEN HOUSE

JUNE 27", 2027

Tour Camp

Meet the Staff
Family Friendly Event
Snacks Provided

(0]

ﬁ ; : :':}:,:':s_:h-é
{end

@
0

LT 4 :
e
'ty E]



LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP

Visually Impaired & Blind Family Camp is a weekend where families can
experience the joy of camp together. Whether one or more family members are
visually impaired or blind, the whole family is welcome to join in accessible
activities, shared adventures, and meaningful connections.

@ Swimming & Boating

@ Archery

@ Climbing Tower & Zipline
@ Arts & Crafts

@ Making Friends

@ Much Morel!

3409 N Five Lakes Rd
Lapeer, M| 48446
www.bearlakecamp.org

@ Informative sessions about current issues

@ Networking & sharing with other parents and families
@ Family activities & bonding

@ Creative break from the daily grind!

C




VISUALLY
IMPAIRED &
BLIND

Join us for a week long overnight camp for blind
and visually impaired youth ages 6-16. Kids enjoy a
jam packed week of fun while making friendships,

developing independence, and learning life skills.

July Ages
4-10th, 2027 6-16

Activities Include:
o Archery

Team Building
e Swimming, Boating

Nature Exploration

Fishing Evening Programs

e Camping and bonfires e Arts & Crafts
Much Morel

Challenge Course

Climbing Tower/Zipline

3409 N Five Lakes Rd. Lapeer, Ml 48446 Info : 810-245-0726

bearlakecamp.org info@bearlakecamp.org



*This Program is tening and spoken
language qs their

Register Online
StartinggJanuary 1st, 2027

810-245-0726
[ bearlakecamp.org e

d. Lapeer, MI 48446 @bearlqkecomp.orgg infoe

95409 N Five Lakes Rd. Lapeer,



LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP

DEAF & HARD OF HEARING

FAMILY CAMP

Come enjoy a fun themed weekend for families of deaf & hard of hearing
children. It is geared to meet the unique needs of children who use
listening & spoken language as their primary mode of communication.

ACTIVITIES PARENTS WILL ENJOY

@ Swimming & Boating @ Informative sessions about current issues

@ Archery @ Networking & sharing with other parents and families
@ Climbing Tower & Zipline @ Family activities & bonding

& Arts & Crafts @ Creative break from the daily grind!

@ Making Friends

@ Much Morel!

Register Online
LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP starting January 1%, 2027

3409 N Five Lakes Rd
Lapeer, M| 48446
www.bearlakecamp.org

More Info info@bearlakecamp.org 810-245-0726 \



Lions Bear Lake Camp

2027

Our Leadership Development Program is specifically designed
for teens aged 15 to 17, providing them with the opportunity to
take on entry-level leadership ro?es within our camp community.
Through hands-on experience and mentorship, participants wi|Y:

Learn valuable leadership skills, gain Fractica| experience in

leading camp activities, serve as role models for younger
campers, develop a sense of responsibility and teamwork

/',

3409 N. FIVE LAKES RD. LAPEER, M| 48446 lNFO@BWRG 810-245-0726
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